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By Kate Lonborg

When Eric Bohne bought a cabin in 
Rockaway Beach, he knew it needed 
remodeling. As the remodel progressed, 
he became increasingly focused on using 
salvaged materials wherever possible. After 
stripping the cabin down to the studs, 
Bohne put together his “Re-Creation 
House” using more than 90% salvaged 
materials. The success of the remodel 
illustrates a philosophy of design that finds 
beauty by valuing first-rate materials and 
conserving resources. 

The Need to Re-Create
Built in the late 1950s, the cabin was one of 
the first structures at Rockaway Beach. It had 

weathered a half-century of coastal weather. 
Solidly built, it was excessively nailed together 
and tightly wrapped with tar paper inside 
and out. Bohne comments, “I have to respect 
how determined the builder was to make 
the building last, though I was cursing them 
while taking it apart.” 
 Though structurally sound, the cabin 
needed remodeling. The interior walls were 
layers of wood paneling over drywall. There 
was no insulation. As a result of 1970s addi-
tion of 200 square feet, the layout of the 
640-square-foot cabin was not functional. 
One of the bedrooms could be reached only 
by walking through another bedroom. The 
common area was tiny and out of propor-
tion to a three-bedroom house. The bath-
room was too narrow to accommodate a 

standard bathtub. Bohne knew it was time 
for extensive exterior and interior work.

Starting with Materials 
When designing and remodeling, most 
people decide on a design first and then 
choose materials to fit that design. To 
accommodate salvaged materials and to 
save money, Bohne turned that process 
around — finding materials first and 
designing around the available materials. 
In Bohne’s process, the need inspires the 
use of the available materials. His approach 
requires patience, flexibility, and creativity. 
 Sometimes Bohne found items that he 
intended to use for one purpose, but later 
discovered that a different use was more 
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appropriate. He bought a wrought iron 
bar stool at a garage sale for $1, thinking 
it would fit somewhere. At the same time, 
he was looking for a base for the table in 
the dining area. Although the stool was 
wrong for the island, the base of the stool 
was a good height for a table, and the iron 
of the stool worked well with the iron of 
the island. By welding additional pieces 
onto the base of the stool, he created a base 
for a new table, which he completed with a 
maple top left free on a curb. 
 Bohne, who is also a musician and song-
writer, compares his approach to musical 
improvisation and indeterminacy, in which 
musicians take a free approach to assem-
bling elements and allow for moments 
of unpredictability in compositions. The 
result is uniqueness. Bohne finds materials 
that are related by a general theme and then 
discovers how they can be used. To tile the 

bathtub surround, for example, Bohne paid 
pennies apiece to gradually collect a large 
number of different tiles, all in earth col-
ors. Eventually, he spread out the tiles and 
worked with them until he discovered a 
pattern that was appropriate for the space. 
 In appreciation for the quality of his 
materials, Bohne often chooses to leave 
them exposed to view. The ceiling of the 
house shows off 2X6s cut in the 1940s, 
from wood that is unavailable today. Cop-
per pipe is exposed not only in the bath-
room but also in the homemade light fix-
tures throughout the house. Exposing that 
wood and metal gives a sense of the house’s 
solidity and inspires feelings of security and 
comfort.

Building Green 
Bohne avoided purchasing new materials 
and instead worked with previously used or 
left over high-quality materials. Although 

no certification system currently exists for 
projects using salvaged materials, the result 
is an earth-friendly project. 
 Using salvaged materials presents some 
challenges. Extra prep work is required 
to locate materials, clean them up and 
prepare them for a new location or new 
use. Salvaged materials do not necessarily 
become available in the order that they are 
needed. 
 For example, when Bohne found sid-
ing that he could use, he bought it, even 
though he was not yet ready to side the 
house. Then he had to organize his space 
to keep the materials safe and to leave 
himself room to work. Once the prep work 
is done, however, using salvaged materials 
does not add to the time needed to com-
plete the project.
 Building with salvaged materials creates 
appreciation of limited resources. Bohne 
explains, “When you know that you can’t 
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run to the nearest supply store for more of 
something you’ve found on Craigslist, for 
example, you have to be more thoughtful as 
to how you use what materials you have.” 
 In a few instances, Bohne ended up 
with leftover materials. For instance, he 
bought wood that had been the f loor of 
a bowling alley, and he planned to use it 
for kitchen countertops. When the wood 
did not work for that purpose, he made 
part of it into a desk and then gave away 
the remainder. 
 Bohne emphasizes the importance of 
knowing where to use new materials to 
achieve energy efficiency. The roof and 
insulation are new. That selective use of 
new materials will keep the cabin warm 
and secure for years to come. Rebates and 
credits are available for some energy-saving 
materials, and most of the cost of the insu-
lation was covered by a credit from the local 
public utility district.

Building for the Coast
The quality of the materials is particularly 
important at the coast, where the climate 
and salt air pose special challenges. Because 
rain can drive into every nook and cranny, 
outside walls must be built like roofs. 
 After talking with local builders about 
materials, Bohne wrapped the house in 
tar paper to protect it from moisture. The 
house’s nails and flashing are made of 
stainless steel. The house is sheeted in hard-
wood plywood, bought on Craigslist from 
a supplier who was going out of business. 
The plywood was so heavy that Bohne had 
to transport it in several loads. 

Salvaged to the Extreme
Today, after hard work by Bohne and 
friends who also became absorbed in the 
project, all that remains from the original 
cabin is all the 2x4 framing and the ship-
lap sheeting and sub floor. Bohne observes 

that he finds it easier to remember the new 
materials than to list all of the salvaged 
materials. 
 In the kitchen, the granite countertops 
were cut from a remainder piece found on 
Craigslist. The base of the island was origi-
nally the stand for a large aquarium. To add 
support and strengthen the island, Bohne 
disassembled an ornate steel light fixture, 
found at the Rebuilding Center, and welded 
pieces onto the aquarium stand. 
 Other reused materials in the kitchen 
required less work to assemble. The stove 
was a $15 bargain at the Habitat for 
Humanity Restore and simply needed a 
thorough cleaning. The kitchen sink is 
heavy-duty stainless steel. Having been 
used in an art classroom, it was covered in 
paint, but it polished up beautifully. 
 In the back of the house, Bohne added 
a 400-square-foot deck. The deck is made 
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almost entirely of reused materials, from the 
Trex decking to the support joists and posts. 
Only the screws and the joist hangers are new. 
 In the walls of the house, the 2x4 fram-
ing materials were salvaged. The tarpaper 
came from extra rolls or parts of rolls that 
had ended up at the Rebuilding Center. 
The electrical wire was pulled from other 
buildings. The reused windows also came 
from Rebuilding Center, where Bohne pur-
chased all 11 windows for less than $300. 
The exterior cedar trim came from Treecy-
cle Northwest.
 Bohne re-sided the house with 
previously used materials. The original 
siding was asphalt shingles, which later 
had been covered with vinyl siding. To 
replace that, Bohne found used cedar 
siding, one of the sturdiest, most weather-
resistant materials around. Cut in the 

1920s, the cedar was still in great shape. 
 Bohne did not have enough cedar sid-
ing to cover the entire exterior. Rather than 
give up, he cut the cedar into shorter pieces 
and paired it with pieces of corrugated alu-
minum. The aluminum was salvaged from 
the roof of a factory in Astoria, where it had 
weathered decades without a spot of rust. 
Combining the two enabled him to use the 
high-quality salvaged siding without a sin-
gle butt joint. As with the reused flooring, 
an attractive pattern emerged in the siding, 
with the aluminum providing a counter-
point to the cedar. 
 In addition to the quality and the 
environmental benefits, the materials were 
far less expensive than comparable new 
materials. Bohne resheeted and sided the 
entire house for only $3,300 — and by far 
the largest expense was the stainless steel 
flashing and nails. Although reusing so 

many materials posed unique challenges, 
the rewards were well worth it — as the 
Re-Creation House now stands secure, 
functional, welcoming, and green. 
 If you are interested in renting the  
Re-Creation House, call 503-281-9869 or 
visit www.rockawayrecreation.wordpress.com. 
For design and building, contact Bohne at 
Alter Areas, LLC, call 503-281-9869 or visit 
www.alterareas.com, CCB #188728. n

Kate Lonborg lives in Portland, OR. She has 
an M.A. in English, and has taught composi-
tion. She enjoys researching and writing about 
a variety of subjects.
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